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“The herring’s nothin’ . . . I'm going for the whole
shmeer!”




= Vlan-made-attractions
provide a variety of
opportunities for tourists,
e.g. sightseeing, shopping,
gambling, recreation, etc.

oceanaria are no exception

= Amusement Parks are high- =
fit-attracti e ‘
: KS,"aguaria, and 5 23




[ritrociucrion

= Examples:
e ——— .
—\/ancouver Aguarium

= Total revenues of almost $CND 15m in 2002

— Theme parks of Anheuser Bush

= including Sea Worlds in San Diego, San Antonio and
Orlando, Discovery Cove in Orlando, Bush Gardens

= 2002: 8% growth, and record earnings, despite the
post 9/11 difficulties in the tourism industry



http://www. marinelandcanada.com/video/




! Washrooms

Marineland N lagara Falls

F | Drinking Fountains [

[ Food Outlets
B Shows & Exhibits
B Rides
Shops
“Animal Feed Huts
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= Primary visitor
magnets are various
species of dolphins,. .
orcas (killer whales),
beluga whales, and

N various species ofi

» pinnipeds
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~ = Of particular interest are PR ey _
highly choreographed “

shows with marine
mammals, and petting
pools

= Kijller whales are most
wpoepular

2 LIS not uncemmeontha
nore than 500 visitors
attend each show



Marine Parks and Aquaria holding Orcas

___.SeaWorld Orlando USA - 9 (’1_6) ‘Kamogawa Sea World, Chiba,

6 (6)
o — , Japan
: Nanki Shirahama Adventure
SeaWorld San Diego, USA 7(7) World, Wakayama, Japan 3 (0)
SeaWorld San Antonio, USA A auvalcihIEElE 1(1)
Wakayama, Japan . ———
Six Flags Marine World, Vallejo, 1(1) Izu-Mito Sea Paradise, Numazu, 1(1)

California, USA
Marineland Niagara Falls,

Japan

-Harmeland Antibes, France 6 (5) e

Subtotal “Western World” 37 (36) Subtotal (Japan) 12 (9)

Sources: (easyJet, 2001; Jacobs, 2004; Jiang, 2004b; Orcalnfo, 1999; Williams, 1996, 2001)



= Education
= _Conservation
= Captive Breeding

—
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= Education
— Programmes with wild whales/dolphins: Orams
(1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000) ~ =
— On whale watch tours in Australia: Muloin (1998)
n.delphin.tours in New Zealand:

d: Liick (2003) é

-
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= Alliance of Marine Mammal Parks and
e —

Aguariums (2000) list the following goals:

o

— Provide opportunities for visitors to expand their
knowledge about marine mammal biology and

‘;atural history _—
"= Promote : tivity towards
1€ ma environment and therelationships of

marine biology and natural environments




= — Present information on marine conservation
ISSUES

— Be avallable as marine science and -
environmental information resources to
Interested citizens, local schoeols, community

E

greups-and educators | .
e Visitersitoreml: Aservation -

A"

pehaviour



R Deviation

Display of marine mammals and fish 3.95 1.10
Educational opportunities 3.94 1.09
Performances/shows of dolphins and whales 3.8 I—123

To learn about the natural history of the marine
wildlife on display
3.81

m conseRvngthe natural enwronm% 4
| m-—m—
‘Petting dolphinsandwhales 303 125

Feeding dolphins and whales 3.00 1.30 -

3.82 1.17

Rated on a 5-point Likert scale, from 1 = very unimportant to 5 = very important
Source: Jiang (2004)



Educatlon IS awery V|taI part of any attempt (0]

= help people understand an animal. But | think
the best way to do that is to help them learn
about the animal In Its own environment. .
Displaying captive marine mammals teaches
a negative rather than e ety

@Sltlve attitude, because;:

- people

withess the mammals’
natural behaviour.

Jim Phillips, Educational Specialist (1990), in Williams 2001: 49



Cducation or

e

Decelving the
Public?

— Shamu never dies
— Drooping Dorsal Fin

ﬂngevity

= “ ..the aquaria managers did not believe that most visitors were interested

in receiving educational information, in particular on conservation topics.”
(Evans, 1997, p. 239)




..Instead of prowdlng V|S|tors W|th a hlgh —
quallty educational experience, these critics
,r-gue that:they instead entertain the crowds —~

Killerwhales jumping

ough flaming hoops and balancing balls
on their shouts.” (Markwell, 2008, p. 25)
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Web Cams
Take a paak into our

Home

Visitar Information
Learmn With Uis
Join Us

Ask Us

Rasaarch
Conservaton

Adopt an Orca
The 8.C, Wild Killer
Whale Adoption

Program.

Careers Animal EnToT _
How would you like to S8

meet the Beluga

Catenng & Events

Gift Shogp What's on at the Vancouver Aquarium: whales?
Press Room New Aquarium Exhibit: Frogs Forever?
The world 1s facing what may be the single Buy ticke

largest mass extinction event since the time
of the dinosaurs: as many as half of the
world’s 6,000 known amphibian species could
be wiped out in our lifgtimes. The Vancouver
Agquarium has joined farces with (.. more)

Vancouver Aquarium celebrates Earth [fay
Jain us Earth Day, April 22 through to
as we launch a week of speaalized

programming leading into our 6th ann

Night at the Aquarium
Purchase your tickets now for Night at th
Aquanum - Friday, June 13, Be a part of th
exclusive avent, explore the aquarium,
sample tantalizing fare top Ocean Wise
restaurants and enjoy premium wines and
cocktails. See our web site or 604.656.3572

Volunteer registration is now open!

Would you like to join a team of hundreds of
volunteers committed to effecting the
tonservation of aquatic Iife through display

g and interpretation, education, research and
direct acton? Sign up for our Information
Session on Apnl 23 (.. more}
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" = Conservation through

release programmes
— Kelko
— Luna

= Sustaining the orca

populationiincaptivi

endangered species?

= Capturing practices



-~ = Of55 known pregn
— of captive orcas

ST worldwide since 1968,
only 21 calves (38%)
survived

= = High mortality rates of
calves and adult orcas ..
tilllaieed to capture.
orcas toe satisfy the needs
of marine parks

ancies




During the. process of Writing and revising this, Research
Notg irie orezl “Neociel” 2t Merinelarid in Nizigzira Falls,
S Eelict e EW Ay ESWWEIVEF OIRFATUG ST TEZ0 25NN EG TN S
was the fifth whale'in as many years to die at larinelan
~ Niagara Falls (Pellegrini, 2004). On October 20, 2004
“Hudson” (6 years old) and on December 21, 2005
“‘Kandu 7” (21 years old) died at Marineland.
Consequently, Marineland is left with only three orcas
(Jacobs, 2006). On August 29, 2004, “Ran” (15 years
old), on September 18, 2004, “Kyu” (7.5 years old), and
go;.January 24,2005 “Goro” (19 years old) died at Nanki.=

© Shirahama AdventureWorld.in Japam: There are
- currentl s'left at this park. “Splash” died at

SeaWorld California on April 5, 2004, aged 15.5 years,

and “Kim 2" died at Marineland Antibes on November 23,

2005, aged 23 (Jacobs, 2006).

s >~
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Research undertaken in marine
e
narks

= Research funded by Marine Parks \
= |ncreasing knowledge about the

ELS
elps.conservation —

T tivebottlenose
a University of Hawaiiisramongst

the most important marine mammal research
being carried out” whitehead, 1990, p. 63)

N
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~ = No aguarium, ne tank or marineland,

= however spacious it may be, can begin to
duplicate the conditions of the sea. An no
dolphin who inhabits one of those
aguariums ... can be described.as a
‘normal” dolphin. Therefore the conclusions

qﬁawn by ebserving the behaviour of.such =

Wﬁnmisleadmmn applied
olphins as a whole.

Jacques Cousteau (1975), in Willlams (2001:62)







Hoyf, = (1992) ThePerformlng Orca — Why the ShoW Must S ] ——
‘____Bﬂth_ The Whale and Dolphin Conservation Saciety (WDCS).

= Jiang, Y. (2004). Marine Mammals in Captivity: An awareness study of
Marine Parks. Unpublished BTour (Hons) Thesis, Brock University.

= Jiang, Y.; M. Luck & E.C.M. Parsons (2008). Public Awareness and
Marine Mammals in Captivity. Tourism Review International, 11(3) -
(Special Issue "Zoos and Aquaria®): 237-249.

= Lick, M. (2007). Captive Marine Wildlife: Benefits and Costs of Aquaria
and Marine Parks. In Higham, J. & M. Luck (eds.): Marine Wildlife and

ism:Management: linsights from the natural and social sciences . _q
B, Walllngford UK, pp.130-141. T TTT—
L0 IN2007) " Keikoy'S friends: Educating
[SITOT arks and Aquarla’? A Research Note. Journal of
Ecotourlsm 6(2): 127-138.
= Williams, V. (2001). Captive Orcas Dying to Entertain you: The Full
Story. Bath: Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society (WDCS).




